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Diagnosis Brief Data as of July 2026
what this complaint usually turns out to be

fixdozer.com/symptoms/burning-smell-from-car/

Burning Smell From Your Car — What It Usually Is

How real visits for a burning smell ended at independent shops across the US — the part actually replaced, how often, and
what it cost when it was the only fix.

Gasket / seal or valve Gasket / seal $65 — $444
cover gasket Valve cover gasket $182 — $481

typical cost when it was the only fix

Roughly one in five of all these visits end in one of these two (parts + labor)
THE FIX INVOLVED SHARE OF THESE VISITS* TYPICAL COST# MEDIAN
Gasket / seal 14.3% $65 — $444 $188
Valve cover gasket 11.6% $182 — $481 $299
Brake pads 9.3% $223 - §$554 $355
EVAP component 9.0% $199 — $461 $302
Hose 7.7% $103 - $387 $207
Fuel pump 7.4% $380 - $829 $600
Brake rotors 6.3% $194 — $447 $303
Brake caliper 4.9% $125 - $359 $221
Serpentine belt 4.9% $120 - $292 $182

smaller shares — dragging brakes, slipping
Other, rarer causes clutches, exhaust leaks, plastic debris on the varies —
exhaust

*Share of visits whose repair involved this part; combined repairs count toward each part, so shares overlap and don't add to 100%.
tMiddle half of real invoices when this was the only fix — parts + labor, all vehicle types.

WHICH ONE IS YOURS? LISTEN FIRST WHAT TO EXPECT FROM THE SHOP

e Burning oil smell — Hot-oil smell after driving — often The smell narrows it: sweet means coolant, acrid means oil on
without visible drips — is oil seeping onto the exhaust, and the exhaust, rubber means a belt or dragging brake, raw fuel
the valve cover gasket is the classic source. means stop and get it looked at now. Expect a visual

 Burning rubber — Rubber smell points at a slipping belt inspection for the leak's source before a part is quoted. Oil on
or a hose resting on something hot. a hot exhaust is the most common — usually a valve cover

e Acrid or electrical smell — Sharp, plastic-burning smells gasket.

are electrical and get immediate attention — as does any
smell paired with smoke.

ABOUT THIS DATA - HOW TO USE THIS BRIEF

Vehicles all makes and models, US fleet Take it to the shop. It tells you what the likely answers are and
Data confidence High — large sample, stable shares what each one should cost — so when the diagnosis comes back,
Records through July 2026, refreshed continuously you already know whether the number fits. Vehicle-specific price
Source paid invoices from independent US repair shops reports for the common fixes are on fixdozer.com.

[ NOT A DIAGNOSIS ] This brief describes how other owners' visits for a burning smell ended. Your vehicle, its © 2026 FixDozer - fixdozer.com

history and the shop's testing decide yours. FixDozer does not perform repairs and receives nothing from shops.
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